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. To Captain HAYNES. 
8ER, 
F | REQUEST you will have the goodneſs to be ; 


the bearer of the accompanying packet, con- 
taining the public proceedings of the Eaſt-India 
Company's Officers reſpecting the late adjuſtment 
_—_— 

As the gentlemen who tranſmit Aoi me their 
proceedings have directed that they ſhould be made 

public as ſoon as poſlible, I therefore requeſt, Sir, 
chat if Sir Henry Coſbey, late Preſident of the Lon- 
don Committee, or Major James Browne, Secre- 
tary, be not in London, you will be ſo obliging as 
to open the packet, and deliver it to Mr. Debrett, in 
Piccadilly, who J have directed to publiſh it; by 
which means the Gentlemen who formerly compoſed 

the Committee, and the reſt of the Eaſt-India Offi- 
B | cers, 


. 
cers, will be ſpeedily and publicly appriſed of the 
reſolutions of their brother Officers abroad. 
Wiſhing you a proſperous voyage, I remain, 
S 1 R, | 
Your obedient ſervant, 


1 M. ST MES. 
Madras, April 6, 1789. 


To Colonel Sir HENRY Cos B, Rut. Preſident, &c. 


Committee of the Honourable Company's Military 
Officers in England. 


GENTLEMEN, 


I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt 
of your letter, under date the 28th of March, 1788, 
together with the printed copies of your proceedings, 


during the progreſs and concluſion of an adjuſtment 
of claims for rank with his Majeſty's army. 


Under the ſanction of the Commander in Chief, | 


I immediately circulated the above communication 
to the ſeveral ſtations of the Company's forces on 
this coaſt, accompanied with the annexed addreſs,* 
for the purpoſe of obtaining the collective opinion 
of the whole on that momentous tranſaction. 

You will readily believe, it is with peculiar ſatis- 
faction I diſcharge the truſt repoſed in me, by their 


#* Vide Appendix, No. 3. 


autho- 


\ 


vie 


3 
authority, of conveying to you, Gentlemen, the 
warmeſt thanks and acknowledgements of the Offi- 
cers on this eſtabliſhment, for the very important 
ſervices which the wiſdom of your meaſures, and 
the firmneſs of your exertions, have accompliſhed, 
in behalf of your brethren in India. 

At a moment when their deareſt intereſts as ſol- 
diers were at ſtake, you ſtood forward the zealous, 
manly, and candid affertors of their claims ; and 
you encountered obſtacles, which, (however ſup- 
ported by the pleas of equity, and the ſtronger ar- 
guments of political neceſſity) whatever were their 
wiſhes, they greatly apprehended would have im- 
peded their attainment. Your conduct on this oc- 
caſion, inſtigated ſolely by the pureſt principles of 
juſtice, and a generous attachment to the commu- 
nity, of which you are members, has impreſſed , 
them with a ſenſe of obligation and gratitude, that 
it is their deſire may be meaſured, not by the ina- 
dequate and feeble terms of language, but by the 
extent and magnitude of the benefits derived to the 
ſervice. Were it poſſible for theſe valuable rights 
now eſtabliſhed by Royal condeſcenſion and favour, 
to receive additional weight in the minds of your 
Brother Officers, it can only be in the laudable pride 
of reflecting, that they were obtained by the moſt 
honourable means, and upon thoſe grounds which 
alone can cheriſh the fineſt. feelings of a ſoldier, 
The prevalent influence of ſuch ſentiments through-. 
out the Company's army on this coaſt, I am charged 
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to ſay, it is hoped may operate eſſentially towards 
the preſervation of the territorial poſſeſſions of the 
Britiſh empire in India, and in ſupporting undimiſh- 
ed the luſtre of thoſe arms by which they were ac- 
quired. 

Your obſervations reſpecting the arrangement as 
it now ſtands are fully acquieſced in, and I am em- 
powered to affure you of the entire ſatisfaction of 
this army on that ſubject. Colonel Brathwaite, ne- 
vertheleſs, forms an exception to theſe general ſen- 
timents, and while he acknowleges the beneficial 
operation of that arrangement to the ſervice, he 
cannot divelt himſelf of thoſe feelings that are infe- 
parable from the loſs of fo many years rank, eſpe- 
cially at his period of ſervice, which he is conſcious 
of having fully earned. 

The Committee of Officers at Fort St. George, 
delegated to requeſt the continuance- of your good 
ſervices, and to correſpond on ſuch points as may 
require farther elucidation, will probably have de- 
tailed ſome circumſtances relative to my fituation, 
which the late arrangements, as promulgated, do not 
ſeem to warrant. I preſume, however, to annex 
copies of public papers, No. 4, 5, 6, 7, and 8, * ex- 
planatory of the ſubject, which I beg leave to ſub- 
mit to your conſideration, with a requeſt that you 
will condeſcend to purſue ſuch line of repreſenta- 


tion as in your judgement may appear beſt calcu- 
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lated to ſupport an arrangement conducted under 
your auſpices. I ſhall only obſerve, that an object 
of great moment hinges. on the ultimate deciſion of 
my caſe, which may condemn the Colonels of the 
Honourable Company's ſervice to perpetual ſuper- 


ceſſion, by barring their riſe from that rank on any 
terms, 


I have the honour to be, with eſteem and reſpect, 
GENTLEMEN, 


Your moſt obedient 
and moſt humble ſervant, 


MATT. HORNE. 
Sritchinipoly; Fan. 12, 1789. 


Ce Colonel Sir HENRY CosBy, Preſident, Livutenant 
Colonel WILL. To HAM, Major JAMEs BROwWNE, 
Major JohN Scorr, Captain A. W. HEARSA V, 
Captain D. B. CarisTIE, Lieutenant M. SYMES ; 
Members of the late Committee of the Honourable Eaſt 
India Company's Officers in England, appointed to 

manage the buſineſs reſpecting the equalization of rank, 
betwixt his Majeſty's and the Company's Officers. 


SIR and GENTLEMEN, 


WE would but ill deſerve to ſhare in the honour 
and benefit lately conferred on the Officers of the 
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Eaſt-India Company's ſervice, by his Majeſty ha- 
ving moſt graciouſly acceded to the giving them 
rank in his own army in India, were we not to em- 
brace the earlieſt opportunity of teſtifying to you, 
Gentlemen, how much the Officers of this eftabliſh- 
ment feel themſelves indebted to your ſpirited exer- 
tions, and zealous ſupport for their honour and inte- 
reſt on that occaſion. 

We are impreſſed with a full ſenſe of the various 
difficulties which muſt have attended the obtaining 
ſuch an important object, where the immediate 
views of men in high rank, and commanding influ- 
ence, are ſo materially affected, and conſequently 
mult have oppoſed every effort for ſucceſs. But the 
fortunate reſult of your endeavours is an inconteſta- 
ble proof that they have been uncommonly ſtrenu- 
ous, and amply proportioned to the obſtacles you 
had to ſurmount. | 

We, therefore, in behalf of ourſelves, and the 
other Officers 1n the eſtabliſhment, take the liberty 
by the preſent addreſs of begging you will accept 
our warmeſt and moſt fincere acknowledgements for 
the effect produced to us, by your liberal and ſpirit- 
ed proceedings as a Committee of the Honourable 
Faſt-India Company's Officers, appointed to can- 
duct a difficult and intereſting buſineſs, for the good 
of the whole of your Brother Officers on the different 
eſtabliſhments. 


We 
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We have the honour to remain, with the higheſt 


reſpect, 


SIR and tan; 


Bombay, 
Dec. 29, 1788. 


Your moſt obedient and 


moſt humble fervants, 


F. RENNv, Col. 


SG. DEN, Lieut. Col. of Art. 


R. Nicholson, Lieut. Col. 
Eng. 

CHARLES FREDERICK. 

F. BowLESs, Lieut. Col. 

Joux NucexT, Maj. of Art. 

J. C. SarToRIUs, Maj. Eng. 


K. PRERSON, Major. 


AL Ex. Dow, Capt. of the 2d 
native regiment. 
GEO. FARY. 


J. LameasD, Capt. 


Jam. Kerr, Capt. Command. 
of the iſt or Bombay gren. 
batt. of ſepoys, for himſelf 

and officers, 


M. Muxar, Capt. of 6th na- 


tive reg. 


At a meeting of the Officers at Berhampore, on the 
24th of November, 1788, aſſembled to take into 
conſideration the propriety of offering their thanks 
to thoſe Gentlemen in the Company's Service, 
who in a Committee formed in December, 1787, 
brought forward, and zealouſly ſupported the ob- 
ject of the petitions, which had been tranſmitted 
from this Army in 1784, praying a redreſs againſt 
the grievance of ſuperceſſion of his Majeſty's 
Officers, over thoſe of the Honourable the Eaſt- 
India Company. 

Read the proceedings of the Committee choſen on 
the 10th of December, 1787, by a general meet- 
ing of the Eaſt-India Company s Officers, then in 
England. 

Read a letter from the Committee in England to 
the Officers of the Company's Army on the Ben- 
gal eſtabliſhment. 

Read the following letter from Lieutenant Michael 
Symes, a Member of that Committee. 


GENTLEMEN, 

I AM informed that a general meeting of the 
Officers in cantonments has been convened by au- 
thority of the commanding officer, for the purpoſe 
of taking into conſideration a late arrangement of 
rank, in the accompliſhment of which, 1 had the 
honour to bear a conſiderable part. 

Impelled by {ſentiments of reſpect, as well as duty, 


I conſider it incumbent on me, as being the only 
Member 


1 


Member of the Committee, at preſent in India, and 
likewiſe in obedience to the in junctions of my col- 
leagues at home, to affotd every information in my 
power, reſpecting an affair of ſuch momentous con- 
ſequence to the army in general, which equally af- 
fects all ranks of Officers, and includes the intereſts 
of the youngeſt Enfign, as well as tlie ſenior Colo- 
nel. 

With this deſign, Gentlemen, I take the liberty 
to intrude myſelt on your attention; a ſtep, which I 
hope will not be deemed preſumptuous, when you 
conſider the motives that induce me. I addreſs you, 
ſolely with a view to remove ſome doubts, which I 
underſtand have ariſen, and obyiate the miſconſtruc- 
tion of certain points, which I know have been 
miſrepreſented, and I believe by many have been 
miſunderſtood. | 

When the four Regiments were firſt ee I 
acknowledge, that conſidering the futility of paſt 
endeavours, we could not flatter ourſelves with very 
ſanguine hopes of ſucceſs ; the fate of former petitions 
was yet recent in our memory, and the retroſpect did 
not much tend to illumine our future proſpects: we 
imagined that the ſame invidious partialities and illi- 
beral prejudices, which before oppoſed our ſucceſs, 
were {till operating, and would render all our efforts 
ineffectual. The event, however, has moſt fortu- 
nately proved that theſe apprehenſions were ground- 
leſs, inſtead of the contemptuous filence with which 
every former addreſs had been treated, we experi- 
C enced 


as 4 


610) 


enced complacent attention and ready ear; after 
due deliberation, our claims were acknowledged, 
and a remedy applied, ſuch as in juſtice appeated 

equitable, and in reaſon we hoped would have 
proved ſatisfactory, and we felicitated ourſely; es on 
being able to obtain redreſs of grievances that had 
{0 Gen been repreſented in vain, and had been the 
ſubject of many humble petitions, which were ne- 

ver anſwered, and moſt probably were never read. 
The adjuſtment which took place you are acquaint- 
ed with, from the public letter and proceedings chat 
I had the honour to lay before you. The terms 
granted to us, though not comprehending the whole 
of what we aſked for, in one point, yet deprived us 
of ſo ſmall a part of it, and gave us ſo advantageous 
an equivalent in another, that we flattered ourſelves 
it would have produced general ſatisfaction, and be 
conſidered as a happy omen, that in future, every 
proper repreſentation of our grievances will be rea- 
dily attended to, ſo long as we continue to advance 
them with moderation and firmneſs, found our pre- 
tenſions in juſtice and reaſon, and perſeyere in ur- 
ging them with uniform ſpirit, but with becoming 

reſpect. p 

An objection has been made by ah Officer of this 
eſtabliſhment at preſent in Engtand, who went to 
conſiderable pains and expence, to compoſe and 
print a letter for circulation, diſſenting to che propo- 
ſed adjuſtment, on the grounds, er we had com- 
mitted the Army at large in a manner unjuſtifiable, 
1 and 
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and had bound them without their previous con- 
ſent, to reſt ſatisfied with the terms offered and ac- 
cepted ; this imputation appeared to me ſo miſappli- 
ed, that I cannot avoid declaring, (though feeling at 
the ſame time much perſonal eſteem for the gentle- 
man from whom it came) I have hitherto. deemed 
it wholly undeſerving any reply; it has, I find notwith- 
ſtanding, gained currency, and is ſtill miſunder- 
flood by ſome gentlemen, whoſe characters I too 
highly reſpect, not to wiſh that they ſhould be bet- 
ter informed. 
A reference to our ee will faly demon- 
ſtrate that we anſwered only for ourſelves, and ſo 
important did we eſteem the truſt repoſed in us, and 
ſo delicate our ſituation, that before we would finally 
aſſent to receive the propoſals, of Government. 
(though inveſted with full power ſo to do) yet we 
thought it right, again to call a meeting of our con- 
ſtituents, and lay before them the only terms it was 
in our power to procure ; then it was, and not till 
then, that by their almoſt unanimous ſanction, as 
yell as with our own intire approbation, we thank-. 
fully received the conceſſion granted by his Majeſty, 
for ſo pointedly cautious were we, to avoid commit- 
ting our Brother Officers, that we anſwered for them 
to the Miniſter only to the beſt of our opinion, with 
a reſervation to the final reſult of a general meet- 
ing. | 
Another Gentleman, who was formerly at the 
bead of this Army, has, 1 underſtand, written to. 


C2 his 
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his friends in India, < that we were premature in 
our acceptance of the propoſed arrangement, and 
«if we had delayed it longer we ſhould have gotten 
more.“ The firſt part of this poſition I deny, 
and in the latter caſe, I fincerely beheye, had we 
deferred it longer, we ſhquld not have gotten any 
thing: our re- aſſembling our conſtituents at the 
Crown and Anchor Tavern, and receiving their 
ſanction before we ratified the act, is ſurely a proof 
that we did not uſe precipitation, and the circum- 
ſtances that followed, in Mr. Pitt's bringing over to 
him a large majority of proprietors, and ſecuring 
his influence in the directory, authorize the belief 
that a longer delay would have irretrievably deſtroy- 
ed all our pretenſions; for we can hardly ſuppoſe, 
that after a contemptuous rejection of his propoſals, 
at ſo critical a time as that of the declaratory bill, 
we ſhould have been liſtened to with more compla- 
cency when we became of leſs importance; or that 
the preſent Miniſter would grant, through partial fa- 
vour to a body of men, what he had before refuſed 
from a ſenſe of equity, and that too, at a juncture 
when his own intereſts might have correſponded, 

and an apprehenſion of boſtilities perhaps induced to 
a more favourable compliance. 

But when we cooly take time to reflect on what 
ve have gained, and the little that has been withheld, 
perhaps we may not find ſo much reaſon for com- 
plaint, we have gotten rank from the year 1783, let 
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vs then conſider who ſuffer by this arrangement, and 
when the injury will ceaſe to exiſt. 
From a lift of the Army, I perceive, that the Su- 
balterns and Captains have moſt reaſon to complain, 
as above half their number will loſe rank, {ome more, 
and ſome leſs, according to their reſpective ſtand- 
g; but let thoſe who are oldeſt, remember, that 
the nearer they are to ſuperior rank, the ſooner the 
grievance muſt be done away; for every perſon who 
gets a ſtep begins aireſh account with the Officers in 
his Majeſty's ſervice from that moment he is on an 
abſolute equality, and the evil to him can never ex: 
iſt again; whereas, with the Gentlemen in the King's 
ſervice, it is directly the reverſe; an old Officer, 
whoſe laſt commiſſion is dated before Auguſt 1783, 
loſes his ſuperiority as ſoon as he gains his object of 
[uperior rank, and his advancement in one reſpect 
is a degradation in another, becauſe, inſtead of be- 
ing the eldeſt, he becomes the youngeſt of his newly 
acquired dignity. 25 
The field Officers in the Company's Service have 
yet leſs cauſe of complaint, as they ſuffer very little. 
and every Colonel of Infantry at preſent in Bengal 
loſes not an hour; theſe were the Gentlemen on 
whom the ſeverity of ſuperceſſion fell, they were the 
perſons who really groaned under the moſt grievous 
injuſtice, younger Officers were hurt more in eti- 
quette and idea, their feelings were wounded, but the 
reward of long ſervice, and the proviſion for old age 
were not wreſted from them, on | the coaſt, every 
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ſource of military emolument as well as honour, has, 

for theſe eight years paſt, been diverted into other, 
channels ; his Majeſty's Officers have enjoyed the 

ſuprenie command wherever they were ordered, with. 
all the advantages annexed to ſuch ſtations. This 

was an injury which, though eminent as the ſervices 
of theſe Gentlemen have been, and acknowledged 

their abilities, yet was of the moſt cruel and grie- 

vous nature, whilſt ſo many veteran Officers, who in 
the ſervice of their country, and the Eaſt-India 
Company, had ſpent their youth, devoted their beſt. 
years, and at length, by flow degrees, attained the 
rank which could give them a competency, had the 
misfortune to ſee their deareſt hopes blaſted ; and 
all at once, from expected and rightful command, 
were reduced to an unmerited inferiority, and de- 
prived of the hard earned fruits of all their labours, 

Thus, on contemplating diſpaſhonately what has, 
been withheld of our original requeſt, we ſhall not. 
find the Joſs (if we can with propriety be ſaid ta, 
loſe that which we never poſſeſſed) ſo heavy as may 
perhaps ſtrike the imagination on a curſory view: 
and let us now conſider. the conceſſion which has. 
been voluntarily granted to us, by way of commu- 
tation for that proportion of rank which has been re- 
fuſed. 

For theſe ten years paſt, the India Service has, 
been deemed, in England, an object of ſuch impor- 
tance, as to induce young men of the beſt connec- 
tions and firſt families, to endeayour to find theig 

way 
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way to this land of imaginary wealth and ideal grau- 
deu; nor Were they content merely with the Army 
rank they held in Europe, but uſed intereſt to ob- 
tain a lotal Brevet Commiſſion to ſupercede the Of- 
ficers of the Company, which former Miniſters 
thought a very reaſonable requeſt, as we were only 
che ſervants of a trading body, and conſequently 
ought, by no means, to be on an equality with the 
ſoldiers of the Crown. 

In compliance, therefore, with the rations of 
people of conſequence, and parliamentary weight, 
fuch a number of officers reſorted to the Coaſt, in- 
veſted with this undue and cruel ſuperiority, that 
thoſe of the Company's officers were totally excluded 
from all chance of command, and could ſee no pro- 
bable proſpect of an end to their misfortunes. It 
is true, that Bengal until the period of the peace, 
from its tranquil ſtate and remote ſituation, was leſs 
diſturbed by thoſe innovations, than the other parts 
of India; and Mr. Pitt, with gratitude be it ſpoken, 
has during his adminiſtration, been ſparing of the 
favour ; yet we ourſelves have, in one inſtance, felt 
moſt ſeverely the mortification, and it may perhaps 
not be unſerviceable in teaching us properly to prize 
an acquiſition, above all, the moſt to be defired, 
and which is likely, above all, to be the moſt per- 
manently advantageous to the ſervice we are devo- 
ted to. | | 

The total abolition of this injurious precedence, 
and His Majeſty's moſt gracious promiſe never to 
| on renew 
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renew it in future, is the eonceſſion made as an 
aronement for what has been denied —a conceſſion 
which I contend is more than equivalent to what 
has been withheld from us, had even the abridge- 
ment of rank been greater than it is; and without 
which, the whole of our requeſt would probably have 
been rendered nugatory and ineffectual; as the con- 
rents of our petition, though nominally granted to 
the fulleſt extent, yet might virtually have been 
eluded, by only giv ing an additional local rank to 
every Gentleman in His Majeſty's ſervice, and by 
that means would have wounded us more deeply, 
than if matters had been ſuffered to remain in cheir 
original and priſtine ſtate. 

I am convinced, Gentlemen, the more this object 
is conſidered, in the more important light you will 
be diſpoſed to view it. It was an evil of a more ſe- 
rious nature, becauſe no limits could be aſſigned to 
its extent, no bounds could be affixed to its growth. 
At preſent, the injuſtice, if any we ſuffer, is daily de- 
creaſing, and muſt ſoon be totally obliterated. We 


| know how far it can reach, and that it never can ex- 


tend farther; but had the local rank been fuffered 
to continue, where could we have looked for a pe- 
riod to our grievances; inftead of being teflened 
they would have been increaſed, inſtead of dimi- 
niſhing, they would have N day been aggra- 
vated. 

It is alſo urged, that the expectations of this army 
have been diſappointed, in aſſigning them junior 


( 

rank in His Majeſty's regiments. I myſelf lament, 
as mich as any perſon can do, the neceſſity thoſe 
Gentlemen wſiv mean to accept commiſſions will 
be under, of entering junior to the King's officers in 
regimental rank; but let them alſo conſider, that 
it is the invariable rule in the King's ſervice, for Of- 
ficers to rank from the dates of their nomination : 
That the Eaſt-India Company, when apphed to, 
refuſed to nominate any officer on the ſpot, and 
for a long time heſitated whether they ſhould ac- 
cept of the offer: let it alſo be conſidered, that 
the Gentlemen in His Majeſty's ſervice paid for 
their commiſſions, and that though we enter as 
youngeſt of our reſpective ranks, yet we are quali- 
fied to get promotion in any other regiment imme- 
diately after; perhaps when all theſe conſiderations 
are fairly eſtimated, the hardſhip will not appear ſo 
great ; but above all things, let it be remembered, 
that this was matter totally foreign to the purpoſe 
for which we were delegated, viz. 7o obtain parity of | 
rank for all the officers in the Company's ſervice, not for 
thoſe few individuals who propoſed embracing ano- 
ther. This, however, would have had no weight, 
could we have hoped that our endeavours would 
have been attended with a good effect, or had time. 
ly information given room for ſucceſsful exertion. 

Before I conclude this letter, I will take the liber- 
ty, with all due deference to the ſuperior knowledge 
and experience of others, to recommend a meaſure 
to my brother officers, which, I am convinced, will 
| D be 
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be found more conducive to the protection of their 
rights, and the real welfare of the fervice, than any 
other that has yet been adopted. I mean the eſta- 
bliſhment of a Committee of officers in London, 
(ſuch ſhould be inveſted with difcretionary powers 
and full authority) to watch over the intereſts, ad- 
vance the claims, and remonſtrate againſt innova- 
tions injurious to the rights of their brother officers 
abroad. Two acts of the moſt flagrant injuſtice have 
already been prevented, when on the very eve of 
taking place, by the timely interpoſition of perſons 
on the ſpot. One, the intended exchange between 
Captain Hervey and Captain Wynch, for the fruſ- 
tration of which we are ſo much indebted to the 
public fpirit of Captain Kirkpatrick. The other, 
an application made by his Royal Highneſs the Duke 
of York, to procure for Mr. Hill a majority in 
India, as explained in the printed proceedings of 
the Committee, which J had the honour to lay before 
you. Theſe circumſtances indiſputably prove the 
neceſſity there is for ſome inſtitution of this nature, 
which, if judiciouſly conſtituted, I can venture to 
affirm, will be attended with the moſt beneficial 
effects, and contribute more to our real welfare in this 
country, than all the petitions we ourſelves c can ever 
tranſmit from India to Europe. 

I have many apologies to' make to my bender 
officers, for having thus treſpaſſed on their time, 
and ſtill more for the incorrectneſs, and faults of 


this letter. But the 5 hornet of the notice preclu- 
ded 


Þ 
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ded even the poſſibility of ſending a few miles fot 
thoſe papers, which were neceſſary to revert to, in 
order to be as perſpicuous in my information, as I 
could have wiſhed. Yet, though confined to ſo 
ſhort a ſpace as a few hours, I ſhould deem myſelf 
culpable, were I to be wholly filent, and conſider 
myſelf in ſuch a caſe, guilty of diſreſpect to you, as 
well as deficient in duty to my conſtituents and _ 
leagues at home. 

I alſo confeſs, Gentlemen, that I am not indiffe- 
rent to the conſequences and reſult of this meeting; 
it is to take into conſideration my conduct, as well 
as that of others, in the diſcharge of a truſt repoſed 
in us, of the moſt important and ſacred confidence; 
and I ſhould juſtly be accounted unworthy of your 
approbation, and conſider myſelf crimipally un- 
grateful, was I nat, at this juncture, to feel an- 
xiety for the reſult. If we have been either care: 
leſsly neghgent, or wilfully remiſs, we deſerve ſe- 
yere reprehenſion; but if we have exerted our- 
ſelves to the beſt of our abilities, and procured all 
that we had the power ta procure, we have only dif- 
charged our duty, and made a proper return for the 
honour conferred upan us; nor does the peculiarity 
of my ſituation at all tend to leſſen my feelings on 
this occaſion. Being abliged, through ill health, 
and other circumſtances, for ever to quit a ſervice 
in which I have ſpent my happieſt years, and aban- 
don a ſociety in which I leave my deareſt friends; 
I acknowledge, that even the idea of diſapproba- 

| 2 2 tion, 
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tion, from a ſingle individual, would create in me 
the deepeſt anxiety, and give additional pain to a 
parting, which in itſelf will be poignant enough. 
Yet, though my military ſervices will be aliena- 
ted from the Company, my warmeſt and beſt wiſhes 
for the good of their ſervice will ever remain ; I ſhall 
on every occaſion rejoice at its proſperity, and never 
ceaſe to feel the moſt unfeigned ſorrow for its de- 
preſſion. 7 
I have the honour to be, 
(GENTLEMEN, 
With the trueſt reſpect, &c. 
(Signed) MICHAEL SYMES. 
Berhampore, 
44th November, 1788. 


The following propoſitions were then ſubmitted to 
the officers preſent, and received their unanimous 
aſſent. 

Agreed—]I. That we are of opinion, the period 
fixed by Government for the appointment of four 
regiments in His Majeſty's ſervice, to be perma- 
nently ſtationed in India, did indiſpenſably require 
an immediate and public repreſentation of our heavy 
and long exiſting grievances, and ſuch an exertion 
as might beſt conduce to their removal. 

II. That from a thorough ſenſe of the zealous and 
ſtrenuous efforts of the Committee, in this our com- 
mon cauſe, we. are happy to return them, in this 

public 
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public manner, our ſincere thanks for the voluntary 
exertions in behalf of their Brother Officers in 

India. * 22 
III. At the ſame time that we moſt readily avow 
our ſatisfaction and gratityde, to the members of 
the Committee collectively and individually, for 
their exertions and ſervices, we feel the neceſſity of 
declaring, that though we conceive every poſſible 
alleviation has been ſecured to this ſervice, which 

it was in their power to obtain, yet we do ſtill pre- 
ſerve the ſtrongeſt conviction, that, the very ſame 
motives which originally produced the petition of 
1784, praying for an equality of rank, do ſtill ope- 
rate on the minds of the officers of this army, and 
are founded on the reſpectable claims of a length 
of ſervice, generally exceeding that of officers of 
the ſame rank in His Majeſty's army ; equal pro- 
feſſional abilities, and incontrovertibly, ſuperiority 
of local knowledge; qualifications which, we are 
bold to affirm, have been honorably mentioned by 
officers -of acknowledged talents and diſcernment 
in His Majeſty ſervice ; who have eventually been 

in the command of the Company's troops. 

IV. That we do requeſt of the Company's officers 
now in England, to perſevere in a vigilant attention 
to the rights of their fellow ſoldiers in India ; and 
do aſſure them, that their exertion and ſervices will 
be ever received, and remembered with the ſtrong- 

eſt impreſſians of gratitude and reſpect. 
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V. That a Committee be elected to carry into 
effect the above reſolutions, 


VI. That the thanks of the officers at this ſtation be 


communicated to Lieutenant Symes, the only mem- 
ber of the Committee now in India, for his exer- 
tions jointly with his colleagues in England, and 
for his letter this day read; and that three members 
of the Committee be deputed to deliver the thanks 
of this meeting to Lieutenant Symes. 

The following officers were then propoſed and 
elected as a Committee, to carry into effect the Re- 
ſolutions agreed to. 

Colonel CHRISTIAN KNnuDSON, 
Lieutenant-Col. GABRIEL JaHNSON, 
Major WILLIA Duxcax, 

Captain RicHARD GRUEBER, 
Lieutenant THomas ALcock, 
Lieutenant JoHN ASHWORTH. 

The Committee proceeded to elect Colonel C, 
Knudſon their Preſident, after which they addreſſed 
the following Letter to Lieutenant M. Symes, and 


it was delivered by a deputation of three of their 
Members. 


To Lieutenant M. Sruxs. 
SIR, 


WE have the pleaſure to acquaint you, that we 


bart been deputed by che unanimous voice of che 


afficers of this ſtation, to communicate to you their 


thanks 
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thanks for your exertions, jointly with thoſe of the 
Members of the Committee in England, in ſup- 
port of the rights of your Brother Officers in India, 
and for your letter to them read this day at a general 
meeting. 

Such a teſtimony of approbation, Sir, conferred 
upon you by the voluntary and unbiaſſed ſuffrages 
of your fellow ſoldiers, can receive no additional 
value from any comment of ours. 

At the fame time we feel much „ in ex- 
preſſing the ſatisfaction we derive, individually, from 
our being choſen to convey to you, their acknow- 


ledgements of the high ſenſe entertained of your 
conduct, and their united thanks. 


We have the honour to be, 
8 
Your moſt obedient ſervants, 


— Col. CR IST. Kxvpsox, Preſident, 
Lieut. Col. GABRIEL Jonxsox, 
Major WILLIAM Duncan, 
Captain RicHARD GRUEBER, 
Lieutenant THOMAS ALcock, 
Lieutenant Jonx ASHWORTH. 
Berbampore, 
24th Nov. 1788. 
To which the Committee received the following 


reply. 


To 
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To the Officers who compoſe the Committee at Berbampoor. 


GENTLEMEN, 
I am honoured with your letter of the 24th i in- 
ſtant, conveying to me the ſentiments of the officers 
at the ſtation of Berhampoor. 
Next to the approval of his own mind, the higheſt 


and moſt heartfelt ſatisfaction a military man can 


know, is the general applauſe of his fellow ſoldiers ; 
this happineſs I experience on the prefent occaſion, 
to its moſt pleaſing extent, though conſcious of not 
meriting ſo high an honour, as only having, con- 
Jointly with others, endeavoured to the beſt of my 


capacity, to diſcharge the incumbent duties of my 
truſt. I therefore feel my trivial ſervices far over- 


paid, and am impreſſed with the moſt lively emo- 


tions of gratitude and reſpect. 


If any thing could have added to the gratification 
I received from ſo diſtinguiſhed a teſtimony, it muſt 
have ariſen from the favourable ſentiments, which 
you, Gentlemen, have been pleaſed to expreſs. 
Permit me to offer my moſt grateful acknowledge- 
ments, and to affure you, collectiyely and indivi- 


dually, that J have the honour to be, with ſincere at- 


tachment and the higheſt reſpect, 
Your obliged, and 
Devoted humble ſervant, 


(Signed) MICHAEL SYMES. 


Augerdeqp, 


271% Novemier, 1 788. 
i Agreed, 
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Agreed, that the Preſident be requeſted to . 


mit the above Proceedings to the Right Honoura- 
ble Earl Cornwallis, K. G. Ea in Chief, 
previous to their being tranſmitted to Europe. 


To Colonel Sir HENRY CosBy, Preſident, and Mem- 
bers of the Committee of Officers choſen in London. 


GENTLEMEN, 


ACCOMPANYING this ae we have the 
honour to tranſmit you the proceedings at a General 
Meeting of the officers at this ſtation, who have de- 
puted us to convey to you their united thanks for 
your conduct, in bringing forward and zealouſly ſup- 
porting the object of the petitions, tranſmitted from 
this army in 1784; praying a removal of the grie- 
vance of ſuperceſſion by His Majeſty's: officers, over 
thoſe of the Honourable Eaſt India Company. 

It affords us much pleaſure to aſſure you, that 
the Reſolutions we tranſmit you, have been ſanction- 
ed by the aſſent of a very numerous and reſpectable 
body of officers; every individual of whom appear- 
ed animated with ſincere ſentiments of gratitude 
and reſpect towards the Committee we have now 
the honour of addreſſing; nor will it be leſs ſatisfac- 
tory to you, Gentlemen, to be informed, that their 
e has not been haſtily conferred, it is the 

E reſult 
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reſult of candid inquiry and liberal inveſtigation, 
we are ſenſible of the importance of the acquiſition, 
and of the value of thoſe exertions which have been 
made to obtain it. 

That you have not been completely ſucceſsful in 
obtaining the perfect equality of rank, which was 
the prayer of our petition, we are convinced has 
not proceeded from any want of zeal and exertion 
on your part; we are conſcious how much we are 
indebted to you for an alleviation of thoſe grie- 
vances, which have long been borne with unexam- 
pled maderation by the officers of this army; a 
body of men who have uniformly given unqueſtion- 
able proofs of loyalty ro His Majeſty, and regard 
for the honour and proſperity of Great Britain. 

You cannot receive a more convincing proof of 
the eſtimation in which your ſervices have been held 
by the officers of this ſtation, than is contained in 
their reſolution, to recommend, that the care of our 
intereſts, and the preſervation of our rights, be 
committed to the zeal and attention of our brother 
officers in England, a truſt of the moſt ſacred and 
important nature, and of the laſt conſequence to the 
honour and welfare of this army. 

Me have alſo been delegated to canvey to you 
the particular thanks of our conſtituents, for your 
active and timely interpoſition, to prevent the injuſ- 
tice we ſhould have ſuſtained by the appointment of . 
Lieutenant Hill, to a Majority in one of the regi- 
ments which are to be * Rationed in In- 
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67 
dia; an exertion which ſtrongly marks your unte- 
mitted vigilance and attention to the tights of your 
fellow ſoldiers, 

We have fequeſted Lieutenant Symes, a Member 
of your Committee now in Indla, to forward this 
addreſs, and have the honour to remain, 

With perfect reſpect, 
GENTLEMEN; 
Your moſt obedient humble ſervunts, 
Curistian KNnuDSON, 
WILLIAM DUuxScaNn, 
RicxarD GRUEBER, 
Tromas Arcock, 
Joan AsHwGRTE, gone to Dinaport, 
Berbamport, 
November 30, 1788. 
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At a Meeting of the Officers of the Bengal Army 
ſtationed at Dinapore in the Province of Bahar, 
aſſembled on the 27th of January, 1789, to take 
into conſideration the propriety of offering their 
thanks to thoſe Officers of the Honourable Eaſts 
India Company* 8 Service, who met in London i in 
December, 1787, to ſupport the object of the 
Petitions which had been tranſmitted from this 
Army in 1784, praying redreſs of the grievatice 
of ſuperceſſion by his Majeſty's Officers oyer thoſe 


of the Company: 
„ Read 
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Read the Proceedings of the Committee choſen at 

the above-mentioned Meeting in London. 

Read a Letter from the above choſen Committee to 

the Officers of the Company's we on the Ben- 
gal eſtabliſhment. 

Read a Letter from Lieutenant Michael Symes a 
Member of that Committee, written at Berham- 
pore the 24th of November, 1788, and addrefled 
to the Officers of that Station aſſembled at Colo- 
nel Knudſon's Quarters to deliberate on the points 
now ſubmitted to the Officers of this Station. 


The Meeting then proceeded to an Election by 
Ballot of a Committee to conduct the buſineſs on 
which the Officers had been requeſted to aſſemble, 
when the following were choſen. 

Col. Joun WHITE. 

Lieut. Col. CnanuEs WARE. 
Lieut. Col. JohN M“ Gowanv. 
Capt. THoMas Hiccixs. 

Lieut. JoHN ASHWORTH. 
Enſign Thomas CowLEx. 
Enſign ALEXANDER MirchzLIL. 


The Committee proceeded to elect Colonel John 


White their Preſident. 
It was then determined by the abnecal y voice that 
the Officers ſhould re- aſſemble on Saturday next the 


3 iſt inſtant, finally to decide on the points that 


. ſhould then be ſubmitted to their conſideration. 
| At 


At 
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At a meeting on Saturday the 3 iſt of ſanuary, 1789, 
the following pre poſitions were ſubmitted by the 
Committee to the conſideration of the Officers 


preſent, and were unanimouſly approved, _ 
adopted by them. 


Firſt, That the.thanks at this Meeting are due in 
the firſt inſtance to Captain Andrew Wilſon Hear- 
ſay for the public ſpirit that prompted him to con- 
vene the Officers of the Company's Army in Eng- 
land, whoſe ſervices have been ſo beneficially em- 
ployed for their Brother Officers in India. 

Second, That they are due, generally and indivi- 
dually, to every Officer who attended the convention 
requeſted by Captain Hearſay. 

Third, That they are in particular due to the 
Committee choſen at that Meeting, not leſs for the 
ardour of their exertion, than the efficacy of its ef- 
fect. | 

Fourth, It is the opinion of this Meeting that an 
humble addreſs of thanks is juſtly due to his Majeſty 
for his gracious condeſcenſion in revoking the Brevet 
Commiſſions formerly granted by him to his Officers 
in India, and for his roval promiſe, not to grant ſuch 
in future. But that it would be preſumptuous in us 
(both with regard to his Majeſty and the Army of 
which we make ſo ſmall a part) to offer to him, 


what ſhould have the dignity of unanimous con- 
{ent. 


Fifth 
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Fifth, It is the opinion of this Meeting, tliat the 
Officers of the Company's Service reſiding in Eu- 
rope, ſhould be ſolicited to act, and inveſted with 


the power of acting on every occaſion which may 
affect the welfare and intereſt of thoſe in India, un- 


der certain regulations and reſtrictions, to be ap- 
proved and ratified by the Army at large. 

Sixth, That the Committee choſen by the Offi- 
cers at the Meeting on the 27th inſtant, be autho- 


rized to earry into effect in any manner they may 
judge moſt proper the foregoing reſolutions, 


Jonx WurrzE, Col. Preſident. 
CHARLES WARE, Lieut. Col. 
Jonn M Gowan, Lieut. Col. 
THOMAS Higgins, Capt. 
Jonx AsnworTH, Lieut, 
ALEXANDER Mirenzr, Enſign, 
Twomas CowLEy, Enſigp⸗ 
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To Colonel Sir HExRTY Cosy, Prefident, and the 
Members of a Committee of Officers in the Service of 
the Eaft-India Company, aſſembled at the Crown and 
Anchor T, . London, December, 10th, 1787. 


Can TLEN Ax, 


ACCOMPANYIN G, we have the pleaſure to 
tranſmit che reſolutions that have been paſſed at a 
numerous and reſpectable Meeting of Officers, aſ- 
ſembled at this ſtation, in the ſubject of your claim, 
and that of the Officers in general, who compoſed 
the Meeting in London, December the roth, 1787, 
to the acknowledgements of this Army for the pub- 
lic ſpirit that induced you to convene for the zeal 
with which, you Gentlemen in particular, were ac- 
tuated in the objects of ſolicitation, - and for the 
ſucceſs with which your efforts have been fo happi- 
ly attended. 

The importance of theſe points comes ſo home 
to your minds, as well as to our own, that, in their 
attainment, they preclude the neceſlity of comment, 

and the expediency of repetition, 

* To us, has been delegated the flattering, and 
agreeable truſt, of communicating to you, the opi- 
nion of this Meeting. Suffer us, Gentlemen, to 
avail ourſelves of this diſtinction with which we have 

been honoured, by earneſtly entreating a continu- 
ance, on your part, of the vigilance and ability that 
have been ſa conſpi picuous i in bringing forward thoſe 

rights, 
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rights, which, we cannot have a doubt, you will f 
be equally zealous, and ready to maintain. 
We have the honour to be, 
GENTLEMEN, 


Your moſt faithful 
Humble ſervants, 
Jonn Write, Col. Preſident. 
CHARLES WARE, Lieut. Col. 
Joann M“ Gowax, Lieut. Col. 
THOMAS Hiccins, Capt. 
JohN AsaworTtH, Lieut. 
TroMas CowLEY, Enſign. 
ALEXANDER MITCHELL, Enſign. 
Danapore, 
21/t Jan. 1789. 


To Lieutenant M. SYMEs. 


SIR, 

1 HAVE been defired by the Committee of Offi- 
cers at this ſtation to requeſt that you will be ſo obli- 
ging to take the trouble of forwarding the encloſed 
papers to Sir Henry Coſby, and your other col- 
leagues of the Committee in London. 

It is, at the ſame time, the deſire of this Com- 
mittee, that previouſly to their diſpatch, you will 
ſubmit them to the peruſal of the Right Honour. 

able 


(.33 ) 
able Earl Cornwallis, K. G. our Commander in 
chief. 

By the official diſtinction which it has been the 
pleaſure of the Committee at this ftation to confer on 
me, it is pecuharly my happineſs to expreſs to you 
individually the ſenſe they entertain of your ſervices, 
on the important object of our reſolutions, and their 
acknowledgements for the full and candid explana- 
tion of circumſtances contained in your addreſs to 
the Officers aſſembled at Berhampore the 24th of 
November laft. | 

A ſtranger, Sir, to your perſon, I can derive nei- 
ther motive, nor ſatisfaction, from this agreeable 
charge but what is connected with the public ſpirit 
that has excited, and thoſe abilities that juſtify, the 
reſpect and eſteem with which I have the honour to 
ſubſcribe myſelf, 

SIR, 
Your vety obedient 
; Humble ſervant, 
(Signed) THOMAS HIGGINS, 

Dinapore, Captain, 

31 Fan. 1789. Secretary to the Committee. 


To Captain TroMas Hreoixs, Dinapore. | 
SIR, 


I was this morning W by your Letter of 


the 31ſt of vn accompanying the reſolutions of 
F the 
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the Officers at Dinapore, and their letter to the. 


Committee of Officers in England. 


I beg of you, Sir, to convey to the Committee 
my moſt grateful acknowledgements for the high ho- 


nour that they have conferred upon me, an honour 


that greatly exceeds the unimportant ſervice, which, 
as an individual, and youngeſt of a body I had the 
power to contribute towards our common caule ; 
and even though I had ſtood ſingle in exertion, and 
been complete in ſucceſs, yet my endeavours would 
have been far overpaid by the flattering teſtimony of 
approbation which your letter contains. | 
My reſpe& and attachment to the Gentlemen at 
Dinapore ſhall be marked by a pointed obedience 
of their orders, in the due tranſmiſſion of their reſo- 
lutions and letter to the Committee of Officers in 


England. 


Permit me, Sir, to declare to you individually 
the very grateful ſenſe I entertain of your favourable 
opinion, and the happineſs I ſhall have, ſhould an 


opportunity ever occur of expreſſing my obligations 


in perſon, and aſſuring you of the unfeigned reſpect 
and eſteem with which I have the honour to be your 
moſt obedient ; 


And very humble ſervant, 

(Signed), MICHAEL SYMES. 

Calcutta, | 
81h Feb. 1789. 
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To Lieutenant M. SYMES, 


SIR, 
I LAID before the Commander in Chief the 
papers tranſmitted by you for his peruſal, on the 
I 5th inſtant, and now return them by his Lordſhip's 


directions, with a copy of a letter written to Colonel 
White upon the ſubject of them. 


I have the honour to be, 
S I., 
Your obedient a 


— MURRAY. 
16th Feb. 1789, 


Adj. Gen. Office. 


Copy of the letter above alluded to. 


To Colonel Jonx Wurrk, commanding at Dinapore. 


SIR, 

LIEUT. M. Symes having this day laid the 
proceedings of a meeting of Officers, of which you 
were Preſident, before the Commander in Chief for 
his peruſal, his Lordſhip directs me to ſay, that he 
has no kind of objection to the Officers expreſling 
to the Gentlemen compoſing the Committee in 
England, the ſenſe which they may entertain or 
their ſervices upon a late occaſion, in ſeeking for an 
8 of rank between the King's Officers and 
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thoſe of the Honourable Company; and aſſents in 
this inſtance to the tranſmiſſion of their reſolutions 
to that effect through the channel of Lieut. Symes. 

His Lordſhip, however, cannot approve of that 
part of that reſolution which recommends an elec- 
tion of a ſtanding Committee of Officers in Eng- 
land, by the Officers of the Company's army 
abroad; and he is of opinion, that the regu- 
lar mode of preferring claims of rights, or apply- 
ing for redreſs of grievances, can only be, by ad- 
dreſſing the Court of Directors through the * 
tive Governments in India. 

His Lordſhip has ordered me to add, that in all 
caſes of general addreſſes from ſtations or diviſions 
of the army, it will be moſt proper that they ſhould 
be ſigned by the Commanding Officer alone, and 
in the name of thoſe whole ſentiments he has been 
authorized to convey. 


I am, 
S IR, 
Your moſt obedient ſervant, 
(Signed ) PETER MURRAY, 
Adj. Gen. Office, Adj. Gen, 


167% Feb. 1789. 
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To His Excellency Earl Connwallis, 
Commander in Chief. 


Mx Losp, 


I HAVE had the honour to receive the letter of 
the 16th of February, ſigned by the Adjutant Gene- 
ral, containing your Lordſhip's ſentiments on the 
late proceedings at this ſtation, as communicated 
by Lieutenant Symes. 

This letter I have laid before the Officers under 
my command, and am happy in being able to aſſure 
your Lordſhip, that their reſpect and deference for 
your Lordſhip's opinion, and their ſenſe of his 
Majeſty's gracious condeſcenſion on the ſubje& of 
rank, are ſuch as, I truſt, will appear to moſt ad- 
vantage in the plain and ſincere language becoming 
the military character, wherein they were commani- 
cated to me. 

Highly ſenſible of the advantage they muſt de- 
rive from the regular mode of addreſs pointed out 
by your Lordſhip, they cannot but hope that their 
ſentiments of loyalty and gratitude are ſuch as you 
will approve, and convey to the foot of the throne, 
This wiſh they have expreſſed in the fourth reſolu- 
tion of the late proceedings, though they felt a doubt 
whether they could preſume to form a ſeparate ad- 
dreſs to his Majeſty, or expreſs their deſire that your 
Lordſhip would repreſent their ſentiments, as con- 
ay a part of the Bleu ſenſe of the army. 

| Whats 
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Whatever in any degree affects the military eſta- 
bliſhment of the Honourable Eaſt-India Company, 
the ſervice to which they have devoted their lives, 
cannot but be to them an object of the deepeſt and 
molt intereſting concern, 'The eventual progreſs 
of the ſervice has nearly extended the probabilities 
of promotion beyond the period of human life. 
Few now here can hope to return to their native- 
country. The near approach of the diſſolution of 
the Company's charter, with the formation of a diſ- 
tinct eſtabliſhment, render ſtill more doubtful that 
probability, which mult yet form the principal ſup- 
port of their minds, 

The Company's Officers in Europe feeling the 


ſame concern, and ſuch of them as propoſed to re- 
turn being equally intereſted, urged by the critical 


neceffity of the moment, without any nomination 


from hence, have acted in a manner that muſt ren- 
der them the objects of eſteem and reſpect in India, 


by pleading their own, and the caufe of their abſent 


brethren, with a degree of juſtice and moderation 
which procured them the attention of the Directors, 
the Miniſtry, and ultimately of the Crown. From. 
the beneficial effects it appears, that the principal 
difficulty has hitherto been in obtaining attention, a 
difficulty that can no longer exiſt in any object that 
your Lordſhip ſhall judge proper to adapt and . 
port in their behalf. 

In forming the arrangements of comparative rank 
the moſt gracious inquiries were made, whether they 
were 
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were ſuch as would be acceptable to the Company's 
Officers, and ſatisfy their minds; they therefore feel 
themſelves called upon to declare, not only the moſt 
perfect and entire ſatisfaction, but the moſt lively 
gratitude for the arrangement which they can per- 
ceive has been framed with equal wiſdom and at- 
tention to conciliate the minds of all, on a ſubject 
af ſo intereſting and delicate a nature as that of 
rank; and what has been thought neceſſary to with- 
hold from the Company's Officers of the immediate 
equality, is amply compenſated for by his Majeſty's 
ſpontaneous act of condeſcenſion and goodneſs in 
withdrawing the brevet commiſſions, an indulgence, 
for which though they never preſumed to petition, 
they are yet highly ſenſible of its value, and feel the 
warmeſt returns of loyalty and attachment, which 
they will be happy to evince by an increaſed zeal, 
though they cannot hope for more than their former 
ſucceſs in the defence and preſervation of India. 
Whilſt their minds have received a gratification 
of the moſt honourable nature from the manner they 
have been noticed in every part of the late delibera- 
tion on the affairs of India, they are proud to find 
themſelves recogniſed by his Majeſty as the faithful 
ſoldiers of the ſtate; and whatever arrangements 
may be framed for the future government of India, 
they feel the moſt grateful and ample confidence in 
the liberal conſideration and equal juſtice they will 
receive. e 


The 


(000 

The Officers of this ſtation cannot, from recent 
benefit, but feel a wiſh that ſuch of their Brother 
Officers as may be in England ſhould act for them 
on any unexpected event, as the appointment of 
Lieut. Hill to a majority, or an arrangement where 
their repreſentation may be deemed neceffary ; but 
they have never proceeded to make any election of 
Delegates, or appoint any Committee. The Officers 
there, who yet remain in the ſervice, will always be 
in a fluctuating ſtate, nor will they poſſeſs any dele- 
| gation of authority to declare the ſentiments of the 
army in India more than what they derive from a 
ſimilarity of experience, ſituation, and intereſt, as a 
part of the ſame body. 

They are too ſenſible of the duty they owe your 
Lordſhip, and of the importance they will derive, 
as well as the probability of ſucceſs, through the re- 
gular gradations of authority, to have an idea of 
adopting any meaſure which may originate with the 

army in India, or purſuing any object for which they 
cannot firſt hope to obtain your approbation and 


ſanction. 
I have the honour to be, 


Mr Lorp, 
Your Lordſhip's moſt 
obedient ſervant, 
{Signed) JOHN WHITE, Colonel. 
Dinapore, 
Mar. 12, 1789. 


To 


„ DS] 
To Gl. Sir HENRY CossBy, Preſident, Col. Pornam, 
Major Scorr, Major BRown, Capt. HRA RSA x, 


and Capt. CuRIs TIE, Members of a Committee of 
India Officers, _ 


GENTLEMEN, 


ON my arrival in Bengal, I had the honour, in 
obedience to your commands, to lay before Earl 
Cornwallis the papers you intruſted to my charge, 
and obtained his Lordſhip's permiſſion to publiſh 
the letter from the Committee in General Orders; 
I afterwards tranſmitted printed copies of our pro- 
ceedings to each of the military ſtations, which con- 
veyed official notice of the conſequence of our de- 
legation, and the ſteps we purſued to effect the late 
adjuſtment of rank. | 

Conſcious that we had exerted 9 to the 
utmoſt extent of our ability, in a zealous diſcharge 
of the honourable truſt committed to our care, I 
felt no room for any dread of murmur or diſcontent. 
among our brother Officers in India, and am happy 
in being able to inform yau, Gentlemen, that his 
| Majeſty's gracious conceſſion has been received by 
the army with general gratitude, and appears to have 
given univerſal ſatisfaction and pleaſure. Ry OS 

The period of my arrival in India, in the month 
of September laſt, was rather unfortunate, as the 
order for a general relief of the troops had jult been 5 
iſſued, and che whole army was put in motion im- 

G mediately 
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mediately after. This has been unavoidably pro- 
ductive of delay i in the conſideration of the papers 

tat 1 had the honour to ſubmit to the Officers; 
however, the two principal brigade ſtations have 
already delivered their ſentiments, which I have the 
| pleaſure to tranſmit, together with their reſolutions 
and acknowledged ſenſe of your ſervices. 

You will read a letter which I took the liberty. of 
addreſſing to the Officers of the ſtation of Berham- 
pore, when I firſt heard of their convention, written 
for the purpoſe. of obviating ſome objections that 
were made, and explaining ſatisfactorily thoſe cir- 
cumſtances chat appeared to me to require ſuch elu- 
cidation. 
| I truſt that the propoſal contained in the how 
part of my letter will meet with your approbation 
and concurrence. T he utility af ſuch a Committee 
is too obvious to need any comment of mine; but 
you will alſo be aware of the difficulties chat may 
prevent in this country the actual election of mem- 
bers to compoſe ſuch a Committee. This, how- 
ev er, will be of leſs moment, ſo long as gentlemen 
at home continue to be actuated by difintereſted 
zeal for the proſperity of their fellow ſoldiers abroad, 
and will of themſclyes voluntarily ſtep forward to 
remonſtrate againſt any injuſtice that may in future 
be offered to a moſt deſerving, but heretofore very 
neglected body of men. 

Kh congratulate you, Gentlemen, upon the fortu- 
nate concluſion of this very important buſineſs, 


which 


: 3 
which has been peculiarly pleaſing to me, as it is 
the laſt opportunity I can ever have of teſtifying my 
reſpect and attachment for a ſervice to which the 
morning of my life has been devoted. Neceſſity, 
ariſing from ill health, obliges me to quit à ſociety 
that I ſhall not eaſily change "for the better. I have 
ſpent miy happieſt years in India, and now find my- 
ſelf obliged to relinquiſh it, with inexpreſſible re- 
gret. bo 

Permit me, Gentlemen, to return you thanks for 
the honour conferred upon me, in committing to 
my charge the public communication of our pro- 
ceedings; and | beg leave at the ſame time to aſ- 
ſure you, that though my now line of ſervice pre- 
cludes me from the honour of acting again with 
you in an official capacity, yet as an individual and 
friend, it will ever be my higheſt ambition to prove 
the very ſincere reſpect and eſteem with which I 
have the honour to be, _ 

GENTLEMEN, 
Your moſt obedient and 


moſt humble ſervant, | 
MIC H. SYM E S. 


Fort &. George, 
Mar. 25, 1789. 
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APPENDIX. 


No. I. 


To Colonel Sir Henry Cosny, Kut. Prefident of the 
Committee of Company's Officers in England. | 


GENTLEMEN, 


5 IN CE: clofing my addreſs to you under date the 
12th inſtant, I have deemed it incumbent to addreſs 
the Chairman of the Honourable Court of Directors, 
in conſequence of ſome paſſages in the letter of the 
Supreme Council to the Government of Madras, 
and now forward you a copy of that addreſs, that 
you may have before you the whole of what has 
paſſed on the ſubje& of my rank, taken notice of in 
my former addreſs. | 

I have the honour to be, 

GENTLEMEN, 
Your moſt obedient 
and moſt humble ſervant, 

3 MATT. HORNE. 
_ Tritchinopoly, 
Jan. 21, 1789, No. II. 


1 
No. II. 


Copy of a Letter from Bri gadier General HoRNxE to the 
Chairman of the Court of Directors of the Honourable 
Eaſt- India . 


K 6 


1 HAVE che honour to tranſmit to you a copy 
of General Orders iffued by the Supreme Govern-- 
ment at Fort William, recalling my commiſſion of 
brigadier, together with tranſcripts of two letters ad- 
dreſſed to the Governments of Bengal and Madras, 
with their refpe&ive anſwers, which I entreat you 
will be pleaſed to lay before the Honourable Court 
of Directors, with my humble requeſt that they will 
condeſcend to take my caſe into conſideration. 

That the principles which actuate my conduct 
in this inſtance may be clearly underſtood, I have 
farther to requeſt it may be explained to the Honour- 
able Court, that I diſclaim the moſt remote idea of 
preſuming to obſtruct any arrangements formed by 
them for the public ſervice; and that this repreſen- 
tation is ſolely intended to obviate ſuch parts of the 
letter from the Supreme Board, as I conceived bore 
hard upon the ſtatement of my caſe, and my claims 
for retaining a rank beſtowed upon me from motives 
which I truſt will appear highly honourable to my 
reputation as a ſoldier, 


The 
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The Supreme Government conteſt the authority 
by which my commiſſion was granted, and pro- 
nounce the rank of brigadier as incompatible with 
the uſage of the ſervice" and the riſe of the army on 
this coaſt; 

With reſpect to the firſt, I preſume to believe that 
the Government of Madras, on occaſions that re- 
quired a deviation from the rules of the ferviee, were 
ſtrictly warranted in purfuing ſuch line of conduct 
as appeared belt calculated to promote the intereſts 
of their country, when ſuch conduct did not actually 
invade the laws of the realm. But without attempt- 
ing to aſcertain the extent of their legal authority, 
or their aſſumed power, ſanctioned by preſcription 
in caſes of emergency, I ſhalt barely affirm, that the 
critical period at which my commiſſion was granted, 
there is ample reaſon to believe, was ſuch as ſeemed 
to the then Preſident, (the Right Honourable Lord 
Macartney) fully to ſanctify that meafure. This 
period was during the embaſſy of Meflrs. Sadlier, 
Staunton, and Huddleſton, when the various impe- 
diments and delays which were conſtantly oppoſed 
to counteract the objecks of their miſſion, excited 
the ſtrongeſt ſuſpicions that Tippoo Sultaun was 


only procraſtinating, in order to recommence hoſti- 


tities againſt the Company with freſh' vigour. In 
this criſis, his Lordſhip, it is natural to imagine, 
anxioufly looked around for that aſſiſtance in the 
conduct of the army, Which the experience he had 
of the talents of General Lang probably taught him 
not 
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not to expe& from the Commander in Chief in the 
eventful operations of an active war. 

Means might have been found to detain him at 
the Preſidency ; but it was nevertheleſs neceſſary 
that I ſhould hald the rank of a general officer, in 
order to command ſeveral of his Majeſty's colonels, 
who were ſtrangers to the country and the nature of 
the ſervice. If ſuch were his Lordſhip's motives, 
(and that they were ſo, every circumſtance concerns 
to evince,) he was ſurely warranted in recommend- 
ing my nomination to the rank of Brigadier; nor 
will it ſeem ſurpriſing when the then recent appoint- 
ment of General Lang is conſidered, who was at that 
time a Member of the Board, and the embarraſſing 
clamours raiſed againſt his adminiſtration by the Of- 
ficers of the King's troops, that he was deterred 
from entering his reaſons at large, for that meaſure, | 
on the records. 

The latter part of the objection offered by the ſu- 
preme Board, I humbly apprehend has two prece- 
dents of ſuch notoriety as in ſome meaſure to invali- 
date the poſition ; the firſt is Brigadier General Cail- 
laud, during the command of Major General Law- 
rence ; and the ſecond, Brigadier General Stuart, 
who ſerved with that rank in the army on this coaſt 
guring the late war, while Major General Sir Hector 

Munro was Commander in Chief. 

I have now only farther to ſay, that I ſubmit my 
cauſe with the higheſt deference to the judgement 
of the Hpnourable Court, and in the fulleſt aflu- 

7 * 
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rance, that you, Sir, as the firſt member, will ſup- 
port the juſt rights of every deſerving ſervant of the 
Company. 
J have the honour to ſubſcribe myſelf, with the : 
greateſt = pect, Ly 


:2S-1:R; 
Your moſt obedient, 
humble ſervant, 
(Signed) MATT, HORNE, 
Tritchinopoly, 


Fan, 20, 1789. 


No. III. 


Cay of General HoRxEꝰs circular Letter to the ſeveral 
Officers commanding at different Stations, 


SIR, 


HAVING, as the ſenior Officer of the Company" 5 
Service on this eſtabliſhment, been honoured with a 
letter from the Gentlemen elected by the abſentees 
in England to conduct our claims for rank with His 
Majeſty's Army, I have the pleaſure to ſend you 
an authentic copy thereof, with a printed pamphlet 
of their proceedings, which I requeſt may be com- 
municated to the Officers in the diviſion of the Ar- 
my under your command. 

The ſtrenuous and prudent meaſures adopted by 
that Committee, there is reaſon to think, were emi- 


nently 
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nently conducive to the attainment of that impor- 
tant object, which, gether with their zeal and 
watchful attention to our intereſts at a critical period, 
I preſume to ſay, intitles them to every commen- 
dation. | 
1 am, therefore, to etitreat you will acquaint me 
with the ſentiments entertained by the Officers under 
your command in reſpect to the rank now granted 
by the King, in order that I may be enabled to con- 
vey the general opinion of this eſtabliſhment, as a 
teſtimony of reſpe& and acknowledgement due to 
thoſe, who, with ſo much conduct and n aſ- 
ſerted our claims. 
I have the honour to be, 
SIR, 
Your moſt obedient ſervant 
(Signed) MATTHEW HORNE. 


No. IV. 


Extract of a General Order by rhe Government of Ma- 
Aras, dated Auguſt 29th, 1788. 


IN conformity alſo to the directions received from 
the Bengal Government to announce the opinion of 
the Governor General in Council, that the example 


ſhewn by His Majeſty in commanding that ſuch of 
his Officers as hold local rank in India ſhall wave 


the exerciſe of 1 it after the * of September, 1789, 
H | hall 
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ſhall be followed without heſitation on the part of 
the Honourable Company, and that all commiſſions 
or appointments to local or temporary rank ſhall be 
recalled, particularly thoſe which would place any of 
the Company's Officers above Colonels of the King's 
Service, who enjoyed the rank of Colonel, before 
the gth July, 1783. 
This general operation of the principle being in- 
diſpenſably neceſſary to coincide with His Majeſty's 
_ gracious defire of preventing future uneaſineſs and 
jealouſies between the two ſervices, agreeably to the 
directions received from the Governor General in 
Council, Government are pleaſed to order that the 
exerciſe of General Horne's rank as Brigadier, ſhall 
ceaſe on the day which is fixed for the termination of 
all local or temporary rank of Officers in His Ma- 
jeſty's Service. 
(Signed) BARRY CLOSE. 
Dep. Adj. Gen. 


RV, 


Copy of Brigadier General Horxt's Letter to Eart 
CoRNWALLIS, dated September 5th, 1788. 


My Lox, 


AMIDST the general cariafaction which hatly 
been excited by His Majeſty's gracious condeſcen- 
fion, in extending to the Officers of the Company's 

Service 


{4 9 
Service an equality of rank with thoſe of his own 
Army, it is matter of fincere regret to me, that I 
ſhould find myſelf conſtrained to addreſs your Ex- 
cellency with feelings ſo widely different, by ſtand- 
ing ſingly excluded from that mark of royal favour, 
in conſequence of a reſolution of the Supreme Go- 
vernment announced to me reſpecting my commiſ- 
ſion. | | 
_ With ſentiments of the higheſt reſpect and defe- 
rence for your Lordſhip's opinion, and with the ful- 
leſt confidence in the liberality and candour of your 
Honourable Board, I beg leave to preſent a ſtate- 
ment of my caſe, which I humbly ſubmit to your 
conſideration ; truſting, that if on a ſubject in which 
I am ſo deeply intereſted, any warmth ſhould ap- 
pear, or any 1mpraper oppoſition to your conſtruc- 
tion of the ſpirit of the late arrangement, ſhould in- 
advertently eſcape me, that I ſhall meet with your 
Excellency's indulgent forgiveneſs. 

The opinion of your honourable Council, reſp pec- 
ting the nature of my rank as Brigadier, either as to 
its being local or temporary, I humbly apprehend 
cannot be collected from any circumſtance in my ap- 
pointment, or from the terms of my commiſſion ; 
that it is as full and valid a commiſſion as the ol 
vernment of Madras could grant, yaur Excellency 
will perceive by the annexed tranſcript, and that I 
have been conſtituted thereby a Brigadier General 
in the Company's Army without reſerve or r Jipita- 


tion. 
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On theſe grounds, therefore, it appears to my mind 
that His Majeſty's reſolution of withdrawing the lo- 
cal and advanced brevet rank of his own Officers, 
can in no ſhape of juſtice be adduced as a reaſon for 
annulling my commiſſion in the Company's Army. 
Ihe arrangements concluded by a Committee of 
Officers in behalf of the Company's Service with the 
King's Miniſter, expreſſſy ſtipulated the abrogation 
of the advanced rank of His Majeſty's Officers in 
India, on the broad baſis of juſtice to the Company's 
Army, and the faith of Mr. Pitt is pledged that it 
ſhould be put in execution on ** fair and liberal prin- 
pes 

With that aſſurance from fo high authority, the 
Committee could form no idea, that any part of 
the Company's Army could ſuſtain an actual injury 
by the qperation of an arrangement ſolely concerted 
to relieve them from the preſſure of ſuperceffion, or 
could they but in the moſt implicit belief of unequĩ- 
vocal advantage to the whole, have addreffed me 
as the ſenior Company's Officer on this eſtabliſn- 
ment, to circulate the happy reſult of their negocia- 
tions, nor when they expreſſed their own ſatisfaction 
on that ſubject, is it credible that they imagined any 
Officer would thereby forfeit his commiſſion and his 


hopes of farther advancement. Such, however, 1 


have the misfortune to obſerve is the tendency of the 
refolution of your Excellency in Council. 

The Court of Directors having honoured me with 
a Colonel's Commiſſion, giving rank from the -1 1th 


of 
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of October, 1772, conſequently, by the riſe of the 


King's Army, I muſt have been now high on the 


liſt of General Officers, but if my commiſſion of 
Brigadier is annulled, there is no rule, no period of 


Service, by which I may again hope to attain the 
rank of a General Officer, while the Colonels of His 


Majeſty's forces, who may be ſerving in India, muſt | 


neceſſarily, by the eſtabliſhed riſe of that Army, con- 
ſtantly ſupercede me. 
I beg leave to obſerve, that my commiſſion as Co- 


lonel was granted for the purpoſe of ſucceeding to 


the command of the Army on this coaſt upon the re- 


ſignation of Sir Hector Munro; and that however 


circumſtances and the tide of public affairs have 


varied ſince that period, I rely it will be found that 


nothing in my conduct has occurred to render me 
unworthy of that ſtation. 


Your Excellency may not perhaps have adveried 


to the optional condition of the King's Officers who, 
diſſatisfied with the loſs of local rank, are at liberty 
to exchange into other corps, and by removing to a 


quarter of the world, where, never having enjoyed 


pre- eminent rank, they can relinquiſh it withovt mor- 
tification. May it not from thence be fairly pre- 


ſumed, that if it was intended to recal my commiſ- 


ſion of Brigadier in conſequence of His Majeſty's 
arrangements, that ſome indulgence wouldjhave been 
ſhewn to my feelings as a ſoldier ? May not the 
| ſilence of the Court of Directors on this head be 


con- 
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conſtrued into a ſyppoſition of their not conceiving 
my ſituation in any manner affectedꝰ 

After an honourable courſe of upwards of thirty 
years ſervice, during which T am proud to ſay, that 
my zeal for the public good has never once been 
ſacrificed to private advantage, your Excellency 
will do me juſtice to believe I ſhall nat now bring it 
in competition with what may be judged for the pub- 
lic intereſt; yet I ſhould be wanting in the duty I 
owe to my own character, and to the Company's Ser- 
vice, did I negle& to repreſent thoſe mee ä 
which affect the whole in my perſon. 

In this view, therefore, Irely that your Lordſhip 
will reconſider your reſolution, inaſmuch as reſpects 
reſcinding my rank, as 1 am hopeful it will appear 

from this ſtatement in no manner involved as a con- 
ſequence from the King's order reſpecting his own 
Officers, whoſe ſituation is totally different. 

But, if that reſolution reſpecting my commiſſion 
ſhould be the reſult of inſtructions from England, it 
only becomes me, however repugnant to my feel- 
ings, to acquieſce i in the ſentence. | 

I nevertheleſs, in that cafe, humbly offer to your 
conſideration the juſtice of my claim to be optio- 
nally permitted to enjoy in England the advantages of 
my rank as Colonel commanding a regiment, by 
which I mean to expreſs my pay, gratuity , and off- 
reckonings. The recommendation of your Excel- 
lency in Council: to the Court of Directors for that 

en 
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optional permiſſion in that caſe, I therefore beg 
leave to ſolicit, as alſo that this letter may be made 
a number in Tour firſt pong diſpatched to Eng- 
land. 

I have the honour to be with the iran reſ) \peft, 
Mr Los, 

Tour Lordſhip's moſt obedient 
And moſt humble ſervant, 
(Signed) MATTHEW HORNE; 


| Head Quarters of the Southern Forces. 
7 N 
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No. VI. 


Copy of Sir ARcnutBALD CAMrBELL's Letter in Coun- 
cil, to Earl CokNwWALTIIIs, dated September 9, 
1788. 


My LoRp, | 


| WE have the honour to forward a letter from Ge- 
neral Horne, addreſſed to your Lordſhip, on the 
ſubject of his rank as a Brigadier, which is affected 


by the Reſolution lately ed by your Lord - 
fhip in Council. 


We beg leave to obſerve, chat General Horne's 
commiſſion is not King's local rank in India, as in 
the caſe of the commiſſions enjoyed by Brigadiers 
e457 ok Caillaud 
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Caillaud and Carnac, but is merely a rank to whicti 
he has riſen regularly in the Company's fervice by 
ſeniority. 

- As General Horne 8 profeſſional character is per- 
fectly eſtabliſhed in India, it is unneceſſary that we 
ſhould dwell upon it, being confident, that the long 
and approved ſervices, of ſo gallant an officer, can- 
not but receive every poſſible attention from your 
Lordſhip. 

We have the honour to be, 

Mr Lonp, 

Your Lordſhip's moſt obedient 

Humble ſervants, 
(Signed) ARCHIBALD CAMPBELL, uc. 
In Council. 
A True Copy. 

(Signed) W. C. JAcksox, 
Deputy Military Secretary. 


No. VII. 


* 
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No. VII. 


Copy of Earl Cor NWALLI s's Letter in Council, to the 
Government of Madras, dated October 8, 1788. 


Honourable SIR, 


WE have received your letter dated the th ult. 
encloſing a letter addreſſed to us by Brigadier-Gene- 
ral Horne, on the ſubject of our reſolution, dated 
1ſt Augaſt, recommending it to you to give direc- 
tions, that he ſhould wave the exerciſe of the rank 
of Brigadier-General, from the day on which the 
brevet local rank of His Majeſty's officers in India 
is to ceaſe, to operate. 3 

From the character we have heard of Brigadier- 
General Horne, we are inclined to pay the utmoſt 
attention to any of his repreſentations; but after the 
moſt mature deliberation upon the ſubject of his 


preſent letter, we are clearly of opinion, that con- 


ſonant with the principles which have induced His 
Majeſty to withdraw the advanced brevet rank from 


his own- officers, and with theſe which we are per · 
ſuaded will, upon the ſame point, uniformly influ- 


ence the determinations of the Honourable Com- 


pany; the claim of Brigadier-General Horne, to 


retain the exerciſe of the rank of Brigadier, after the 
period that has been ſpecified, is totally inadmiſſible. 

The conciliatory intention of his Majeſty's for- 
bearances in withdrawing rank, which had been re- 
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gularly given to ſome of his officers already in India, 
and in withholding advanced rank from others who 
have lately arrived, and who from their high ſtand- 
ing in his army, and their long and eminent ſervices 
have great pretenſions to honourable diſtinctions, ap- 
peared to us to demand the application of ſimilar 
principles from the Company's Government abroad, 
and a reſpectful acquieſcence from the Company's 
Military Officers to their determinations. 
Me muſt therefore acknowledge, that the remon- 
ſtrance of Brigadier-General Horne would render 
circumſtances very different from thoſe of his caſe, 
have appeared to us unreaſonable and ill- timed, and 
we cannot avoid ſeeing it in a more diſadvantageous 
point of view, as upon an inſpection of the public 
records, we are led to conſider his claim to retain the 
exerciſe of the rank of Brigadier-General, as ſtand- 
ing foundations, particularly weak and exception- 
able. 
We form this judgement from obſerving, that the 
Court of Directors not only gave no previous ſanc- 
tion for the commiſſion of Brigadier being granted 
to him, but that they explicitly diſapproved of the 
appointment, and our opinion is the more decided 
that this rank ought to be recalled, as no ſuch rank 
is known or authoriſed by the Honourable Com- 
pany's Military Eſtabliſhment in India. 
Me truſt, that our reaſoning upon this point will 
prove ſatisfactory to your Honourable Board, and 
we think it our duty to repeat our recommendation, 
that 
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that you may iſſue directions, that after the 29th of 
September, 1789, Brigadier-General Horne ſhall 
wave the exerciſe of his rank of Brigadier, and be- 
come only Colonel upon the Madras Eſtabliſh- 
ment. ys 
We have the honour to be, 
Honourable SIR, 
| Your moſt obedient 
Humble ſervants, 
CORNWALLIS, 
(Signed) | craRLEs STUART, 
J. SHORE. 
Fort William, Oftober 8, 1788. 


Examined. 
\ (Signed) GEO. Sur. Marten. 
| Examiner; 


A True Copy. 
(Signed) W. C. Jacksox, 
Acting Secretary. 


* 


1 3 | No VIII., 


( 60 ) 


No. VIII. | 


Copy of Earl CoxxwALLIS's Letter to Brigadier-Ge- 
neral HorNE, dated Oftober 11th, 1788. 


SIR, 


I READ with attention your letter, which 
was addrefled to us by the Government of Madras, 
on the ſubject of your rank; and I {till thought it my 
duty to give my opinion to the Supreme Board, 
that we ſhould perſevere in our former recommenda- 
tion to the Governor in Council of Fort St. George, 

After His Majeſty's gracious condeſcenſion, in 
taking from his own officers that rank which he had 
an undoubted right by his prerogative to give to 
them, and when it appears that His Majeſty and the 
Honourable Company had agreed, that the Officers 
of each ſervice ſhould command according to their 
reſpective ranks, excepting only, that the Officers 
of His Majeſty's ſervice, appointed before July, 
1783, ſhould command all thoſe of equal rank in 
the Company's ſervice, I did not think that it be- 
came my ſituation to ſuffer the ſpirit of that regula. 
tion to be counter- acted by a promotion made by 
the Madras Government, not only unſanctioned, 
but highly diſapproved of by the Court of Directors, 
and which gave a rank that is not authoriſed or ac- 
knowiedged in the Military Eſtabliſhment in India. 

. It 
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It muſt likewiſe, with every impartial perſon, give 
additional weight to thoſe conſiderations, that the 
two officers immediately affected by your retaining 
the rank of Brigadier, were Colonels Abercomby 
and Muſgrave, who are both men of diſtinguiſhed 
military merit, and who acted as general officers in 
the late war in America. I muſt obſerve on your 
ſtating the option which is given to the King's of- 
cers, as an advantage which is not open to you, of 
changing into regiments ſerving in other parts of 
the world, that the caſes of thoſe Gentlemen are 
widely different, becauſe, upon their being deprived 
of their brevet rank, they would fall under the com- 
mand of a number of officers whom they have com- 
manded for ſeveral years, but that, unleſs in the 
ſingle event of the return of Colonel Strawbenzie, 
it does not occur to me, that you will by the change 
of your appellation, ſuffer the mortification of ſerv- 
ing under any one officer, whom you have ever com- 
manded before. 

I beg leave to aſſure you, that from the general 
character which I have heard of you, if I had thought 
myſelf at liberty to have followed my private incli- 
nation, it would have been far from leading me to 
propoſe any thing that you could have felt as morti- 
fying, or even unpleaſant. s 

I have been actuated only by a defire to render 
the arrangements in this country conformable to the 
principles of His Majeſty's gracious intentions, and 
the wiſhes of the Honourable Court of Directors, 

of 
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of removing as much as may be poſſible,” all Juſt 


grounds for jealouſy and ill humour. between che of- 


ficers of the two ſervices,. i 
I have the honour to be, 
SIR, 
Your moſt obedient, 
| Moft humble ſervant, 
(Signed) CORNWALLIS. 
Brigadier-General Horne, 7 
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of removing as much as may be poſſible,” all Juſt - 
grounds for jealouſy and ill humour between the of- 
ficers of the two ſervices, 


I have the honour t to hp! 
S1R, 
Your moſt obedient, 
Moſt humble ſervant, 


(Signed) CORNWALLIS. 
Brigadier-General Horne. 


THE END 


